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all over America today. Boys and girls,
whom some would call a menace to so-
ciety, will one day grow up to be good
men in society. Those very same boys
cry themselves to sleep at night be-
cause they don’t know how to deal with
the pressures and with the pain. You
have to walk in their shoes to under-
stand.

I call upon this Congress today and
upon this Nation today:

Don’t profile them.

Don’t fear them.

Don’t despise them.

Don’t fill our prisons with them.

And please don’t hunt them down
like dogs and Kkill them.

Love them and educate them. They
could be your son. They are all some-
body’s son. And they, too, are God’s
children.

Thirty-one days and still no justice.
Shame, shame, shame. And today, I
again demand justice for Trayvon. I de-
mand justice for all murdered children.
Power to the people and power to the
children.

——————

NATIONAL DEVELOPMENTAL
DISABILITY AWARENESS MONTH

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
West Virginia (Mr. MCKINLEY) for 5
minutes.

Mr. McKINLEY. Mr. Speaker, March
is National Developmental Disability
Awareness month. This is a time that
we can all take a moment to bring at-
tention and understanding to both the
needs and the potentials of people with
developmental disabilities.

This awareness month was first de-
clared by President Ronald Reagan in
1987 to recognize the bright future that
these American citizens have in front
of them. Thanks in part to proclama-
tions like this, the perceptions of
young people and adults with develop-
mental disabilities has changed.

On a personal note, as an individual
with a significant hearing disability
and a grandfather of a child with spe-
cial needs, I am very familiar with the
hardships of overcoming the obstacles
of disabilities. My grandson, Maxwell,
has CHARGE syndrome and deals every
day with intense developmental and
medical challenges. He is a true inspi-
ration to his mother and our entire
family.
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During Developmental Disabilities
Awareness Month, I encourage every-
one to engage with people in our com-
munities who have developmental dis-
abilities and recognize their talents
and abilities that will make this a bet-
ter Nation.

———

REVEREND AL SHARPTON AND
TRAYVON MARTIN
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Texas (Mr. AL GREEN) for 5 minutes.
Mr. AL GREEN of Texas. Mr. Speak-
er, I would like to say to all who are
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within the sound of my voice or may be
viewing what is said that I am exceed-
ingly grateful and I thank God for Rev-
erend Al Sharpton.

Reverend Sharpton has been involved
in the Trayvon Martin circumstance
for some time now. That is not un-
usual. What may be considered unusual
is that he is involved at a time when he
has lost his mother, and he is acting
under some courageous circumstances
that require courage, I might say,
under these circumstances. I admire
what he does, but I especially admire
the fact that he is doing it under these
circumstances, and today he is
funeralizing his mother.

So to Reverend Al Sharpton, I want
to express my gratitude; and I would
like to just take a very short brief mo-
ment of silence and express my sym-
pathies silently to Reverend Sharpton
and his family.

Thank you.

Mr. Speaker, I want to thank all of
my colleagues who have supported
what the Justice Department is doing.
It is exceedingly important that people
understand that this is a bipartisan ef-
fort across the length and breadth of
this country. This transcends the lines
that can divide us. This is not about
being a conservative. It’s not about
being a liberal. It’s about justice for
Trayvon Martin. I believe that people
of goodwill come in all stripes, they are
affiliated with all parties, and people of
goodwill want to see justice done.

My colleague before me expressed
that it has been 31 days and there has
not been an arrest. We are now hearing
more about what may have happened. I
say ‘‘may have happened’ because we
have not had an eyewitness to come
forward and give statements. It’s im-
portant to note that what we’re hear-
ing is not coming by way of eyewitness
testimony. Someone has had someone
say something that they are repeating.

My hope is that there will be a thor-
ough investigation. There should be an
investigation. My hope is that we will
have the opportunity to produce evi-
dence by and through the constabulary
to show what actually happened to the
extent that the standard that is com-
monly used to make an arrest is ap-
plied to this case. That standard is
probable cause. It is not guilt beyond a
reasonable doubt, not clear and con-
vincing evidence, but, rather, probable
cause. It is whether there is probable
cause to make an arrest.

We have many laws that are coming
into play, and I want to thank Chair-
man JOHN CONYERS. I call him chair-
man. He is now the ranking member of
the Judiciary Committee. I want to
thank him because he is taking the
lead today on a forum that will take
place. In fact, he’s making it possible
for us to have this forum today. At this
forum today, there will be some clarity
brought to how the Federal Govern-
ment is involved in these kinds of cir-
cumstances.

In ’09, there was a hate crimes law
that was passed. There will be some
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considerable talk about this hate
crimes law that was passed. Federal ju-
risdiction has been expanded under the
’09 law, pursuant to the 14th Amend-
ment and the equal protection provided
thereunder. There will be talk about
how the Justice Department has a role
in these processes from time to time.
There will be talk about how financial
support can be accorded the local con-
stabulary under certain circumstances.
There will be talk about how Federal
charges can be promulgated and en-
forced under certain circumstances. So
I will be honored to have an oppor-
tunity to be at this forum today so
that we can talk more about the Fed-
eral role.

In the final analysis, here’s what
we’re dealing with. We’re dealing with
a circumstance wherein there are at
least two people who deserve a fair
trial. Trayvon Martin is one of the two
people, at least, who deserves a fair
trial. He deserves a fair hearing on
what happened that day. He cannot
speak for himself, but there is evidence
that speaks volumes about what hap-
pened on this occasion. That evidence
has to be considered such that some
impartial body can make a determina-
tion as to whether or not there should
be an arrest.

If there is an arrest—and I believe
that the evidence exists such that
there is probable cause—if there is an
arrest, then there can be a trial and
then there can be the transparency
that the United States of America pro-
duces whenever we have trials, because
there will be an opportunity for all
sides to present their evidence in a
court of law before a jury if a jury is
desired. This is the way we do things in
the United States of America.

Regardless of his color, he deserves a
fair trial. Regardless of what he had
on, he deserves a fair trial. And to
those who say that hoodies make you a
criminal, I say: Be careful, because
you're getting dangerously close to
saying women can cause themselves to
become victims. You're dangerously
close, so be careful.

——————

LETTING THE ENTREPRENEURIAL
SPIRIT TAKE HOLD

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
North Carolina (Mr. MCHENRY) for 5
minutes.

Mr. MCHENRY. Mr. Speaker, today I
want to talk about something that is
very important, a great opportunity
for this Congress to lift the red tape
from Washington and allow the entre-
preneurial spirit of America to take
hold.

We know that, 3 years into an eco-
nomic recovery, America’s labor and
capital markets continue with unprece-
dented challenges. Entrepreneurship is
at a 17-year low. Deeply troubling, as
we know, is that 40 million jobs since
1980 have been created by small busi-
nesses or start-ups. What is interesting
about this is that those are the folks
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